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Stefano Armenia (Roma, Italy - 1971) is an Associate Professor

in Business Organizations (ECON-08/A) and in the Analysis of
Dynamical Systems at the Universita Telematica degli Studi in

Florence., where he teaches “Business Organizations”, “Marketing
communication techniques” and “ESG and Sustainability”. He
holds a degree in Computer Engineering, Industrial Automation &
Control Systems, a Ph.D. in Business Engineering and a Master in
Management and Business Administration. He has been visiting
professor at the African University of Science and technology in
Abuja (Nigeria) and the American University of Nigeria (Yola,
Nigeria), where he has been teaching Systems Thinking and
Systems Dynamics modelling and simulation of complex
organizations. He also teaches in masters and other courses into
various other national and international institutions. He is
member of the System Dynamics International Society (SDS) since
2002, President of the System Dynamics Italian Chapter (SYDIC -
the Italian Network of the SDS) since 2011 and member of the SDS
Policy Council from 2014 to 2022, where he also acted as VP
Chapters & SIGs. From 2014 to 2017 he has also been the IT &
Communication Officer of the European Academy of
Management. In 2021 he has obtained the national scientific
status as associate professor in Business Organizations (ASN
2021, SSD: SECS-P/10, 3 out of 3 median indicators). His
professional background includes extensive knowledge of main
funding programs at national (Italian) and International level with
a specific experience on research programs. In his research work,
he deals with the analysis of complex systems dynamics in many

fields: sustainable development, cybersecurity, critical
infrastructure protection, logistics and sustainable
transportation, finance, technological innovation, policy

modelling and assessment of the impacts of innovation and new
technologies (Digital Transformation) on organizational processes
and on society. He has been or currently is Associate or Guest
editor in several other scientific journals (ljotb, Systems, System
Dynamics Review, Systems Research and Behavioural Science,
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER
STEFANO ARMENIA -

Short Bio 2026

Sustainability, ~Kybernetes, Frontiers in Sustainability -
Sustainable Organizations, Journal of Simulation, International
Journal of Applied Systems Sciences, etc.). He is author of several
papers in top-ranked journals (i.e. Technological Forecasting and
Social Change, Futures, Accounting Auditing & Accountability
Journal, International Journal of Management Education, Decision
Support Systems) and has been involved in various initiatives and
research activities on sustainable development and other
environmental issues (i.e. Climate Change, Carbon Capture &
Sequestration, Urban Sustainable Development, etc.) as well as
with the translation from English of a few sustainability best
sellers (i.e.. “Thinking in Systems” by Donella Meadows; “The
Limits to Growth: a report to the Club of Rome” by Meadows,
Meadows, Randers, Behrens Ill). He has led the Climate Action
Simulation Exercise with ENROADS on several previous occasions,
both at public and private level. He has participated as organizer
of events into several editions of the “Sustainability Festival”
(organized by ASVIS). Among his previous working experience, he
has acted as Bid Manager, Project Manager and Professional
Consultant in several fields, both in the Public Administration and
Industrial environments.

More about Prof. Stefano Armenia:

» .Rector’s Delegate to Internationalisation and to the RUS
Network

« .Ambassador of the European Climate Pact (EuCliPa)

+ .Associate Member of the Club of Rome

« .President (2024-2027) of SYDIC, the System Dynamics Italian
Chapter (http://www.systemdynamics.it/)

= Former Policy Council Member and VP Chapters & SIGs of the
System Dynamics Society (2019-2022)
- Editorial Board of [JOTB, the
Organization Theory & Behaviour (Emerald-Insight)

- Editorial Board of SYSTEMS (MDPI)

+ Editorial Board of SYSTEM DYNAMICS REVIEW (Wiley-Blackwell)
* Editorial Board of Frontiers in Sustainability (Sustainable
Organizations) (FRONTIERS)

« Former (2016-2020) Co-Editor
(Emerald-Insight)

« Guest Editor in various top-ranked Journals (i.e. IJASS, JOS,
AGSY; SYSTEMS, etc.)

International Journal of

in Chief of KYBERNETES
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BIENNIAL SOUTHWEST ZONAL CONFERENCE
THEME- SYSTEMS THINKING AND INNOVATION:
Transforming Challenges into Opportunities for National Development,
1st - 4th September, 2026

Opening Ceremony

Activity

12.45—1.00 p.m. | Introduction and Recognition of Dignitaries

1.00 - 1.05 p.m. National and University Anthems

1.05-1.15p.m. | Welcome Address: Chair, Local Organizing- Prof. (Mrs) Aderonke A. OKOYA

1.15-1.30 p.m Addresses:
a. OWSD National President- Prof. Folasade M. Olajuyigbe
b. OWSD South West Coordinator- Prof. M. O. Olaseinde

c. OWSD OAU Chapter Chairperson- Prof. R. C. George

1.30-1.40 p.m Goodwill Messages

1.40-1.50 p.m Vice Chancellor's Address& Opening of the Conference- Prof. Adebayo Simeon

Bamire

1.50 - 2.00 p.m Special Guest of Honours’ address- Her Excellency, Erelu Ngozi Abeni Adeleke

2.00-2.40 p.m Keynote Speaker — Prof. Stefano Armenia (Italy)

2.40-2.55 p.m Presentation of Awards- Prof. Folasade M. Olajuyigbe

2.55-3.05p.m Inauguration of OWSD University of Medical Sciences

3.05-3.10p.m Vote of Thanks — Prof. K. A. Taiwo

3.10-3.15p.m Announcements — Prof. (Mrs) Aderonke A. OKOYA

3.15-345pm Meet and Greet

3..45 - 6.00p.m Cocktail
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NATIONAL ANTHEM

Nigeria, we hail thee,

Our own dear native land,
Though tribe and tongue may differ,
In brotherhood we stand,
Nigerians all, and proud to serve
Our sovereign Motherland.

Our flag shall be a symbol
That truth and justice reign,
In peace or battle honour'd,

And this we count as gain,

To hand on to our children

A banner without stain.

O God of all creation,
Grant this our one request,
Help us to build a nation
Where no man is oppressed
And so with peace and plenty
Nigeria may be blessed.

THE PLEDGE

| pledge to Nigeria my Country
To be faithful, loyal and honest
To serve Nigeria with all my strength
To defend her unity
And uphold her Honour and Glory
So help me God.
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FOR THE DEVELOPING WORLD{OWSD)
(SOUTHWEST)

GREAT IFE ANTHEM
Great Ife! Great Ife!
Africa’s most beautiful campus.
Conscious, vigilant, progressive,
Aluta against all oppression.
Forward ever, backward never,
For learning and culture,
Sports and struggle.

Great Ife! | love you,

There is only one Great Ife in the universe,
Another Great Ife is a counterfeit.

Great! Great! Great! Great! Great!
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ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE
FOR THE DEVELOPING WORLD(OWSD)

Opening Address Delivered by the Chairperson, Central Organising Committee
for the 2nd Biennial Conference and General Meeting of The Organization for
Women in Science for the Developing World (OWSD) Southwest Zone, Nigeria

Protocol

Distinguished  guests, esteemed scholars, accomplished
professionals, development partners, members of the
Organization for Women in Science for the Developing World
(OWSD), gentlemen of the press, ladies and gentlemen.

It is with immense pleasure, profound gratitude and great
optimism that | warmly welcome you all to the 2nd Biennial
Conference and General Meeting of the OWSD Southwest Zone. As
Chairperson of the Central Organising Committee for this year's
conference, | am deeply honoured to stand before this
distinguished gathering of scholars, innovators, policymakers,
entrepreneurs, researchers and advocates who are committed to
advancing science, technology and sustainable developmentin our
nation and beyond.

This conference comes at a critical pointin our national journey—a
time when societies across the globe are confronted with complex
and interconnected challenges. From climate change and
environmental degradation to food insecurity, public health
concerns, educational inequalities, technological disruptions and
economic uncertainties, the issues before us require solutions that
transcend traditional boundaries and definitive approaches.

It is therefore highly fitting that the theme for this conference is
“Systems Thinking and Innovation: Transforming Challenges
into Opportunities for National Development.”

This theme challenges us to view problems not as isolated
incidents but as interconnected components of larger systems.
Systems thinking enables us to understand relationships, patterns,
and root causes, while innovation empowers us to create practical,
scalable, and sustainable solutions. Together, they provide a
powerful framework for addressing the multifaceted challenges
facing our communities and nation.

As women in science and development, we occupy a unique
position in this transformation agenda. Across laboratories,
classrooms, industries, government institutions and communities,
women continue to make remarkable contributions to knowledge
creation, technological advancement and social innovation. Yet, we
recognize that much more remains to be done to achieve inclusive
participation,  equitable  opportunities and  meaningful
representation in decision-making spaces.

This conference therefore serves as more than an academic
gathering. It is a platform for dialogue, collaboration, mentorship,
knowledge exchange, and collective action. Over the next four
days, we will engage in stimulating keynote presentations,
technical sessions, panel discussions, networking events and
strategic deliberations aimed at generating ideas and partnerships
capable of driving sustainable national development.
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| encourage every participant to actively contribute to these
conversations. Let us leverage our diverse expertise, experiences
and perspectives to develop innovative approaches that can
address societal challenges and unlock new opportunities for
growth and prosperity. Let us strengthen interdisciplinary
collaborations and build networks that extend beyond the
duration of this conference.

As we deliberate on the future, we must also invest in the next
generation. Our responsibility extends to mentoring young
women and girls, inspiring them to pursue careers in science,
technology, engineering, mathematics, and innovation. Their
success will determine the sustainability of our efforts and the
future competitiveness of our nation.

| wish to express my sincere appreciation to the leadership of the
OWSD Southwest Zone, members of the various organizing
committees, our sponsors, partners, institutions, keynote
speakers, resource persons, volunteers, and all stakeholders
whose dedication and support have made this conference
possible. Your commitment demonstrates the collective strength
of our community and our shared belief in the transformative
power of science and innovation. | also expressed our profound
gratitude to the management of Obafemi Awolowo University,
lle-Ife; our host institution for this year’s conference.

| also extend a special welcome to participants who have traveled
from various institutions and locations to be part of this important
event. We are delighted by your presence and look forward to the
valuable contributions you will make to our deliberations.

As we commence this conference, let us embrace the spirit of
collaboration, creativity and excellence. Let us challenge
assumptions, explore innovative pathways and work together to
transform obstacles into opportunities. Above all, let us reaffirm
our commitment to using science and innovation as instruments
for sustainable development, social progress, and national
transformation.

| am confident that the discussions and outcomes of this
conference will inspire new ideas, strengthen partnerships, and
contribute meaningfully to addressing the developmental
challenges of our time.

On behalf of the Central Organising Committee, | officially
welcome you to the 2nd Biennial Conference and General Meeting
of the OWSD Southwest Zone and wish you a productive,
enriching, and memorable conference.

Thank you, and may our deliberations be fruitful and impactful.
Long live OWSD Southwest Zone.

Long live women in science and innovation.
Long live our nation, Nigeria.
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Welcome Address by
PROFESSOR FOLASADE OLA)JUYIGBE

Protocol

As National Chairperson of the Organization for Women in Science for the Developing
World (OWSD) Nigeria, it is my profound honour and great pleasure to welcome you to the
2nd South-West Zonal Biennial Conference at the prestigious Obafemi Awolowo
University, lle-Ife. On behalf of the National Executive Committee and the entire
membership of OWSD Nigeria, | sincerely thank the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Adebayo
Simeon Bamire, and the University Management for graciously hosting us. | also
commend the Southwest Zonal Coordinator, Engr. Professor Oluwatoyin A. Olaseinde, the
OAU Branch Coordinator, Professor, Reama George, the South-West Branch Coordinators,
Chairperson, Local Organising Committee (LOC), Professor Aderonke A. Okoya and all members of the LOC, our partners and every
OWSD member whose dedication has made this gathering possible.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, we gather not merely for another conference, but to exchange ideas, forge meaningful
partnerships and explore how science, technology and innovation can help build a better Nigeria. This purpose lies at the heart of
OWSD, a vibrant international network committed to empowering women scientists to address the challenges facing their communities
and countries. OWSD promotes women's participation, visibility and leadership in science; provides training, mentoring and networking
opportunities; supports women throughout their scientific careers; and advocates for gender equality in science and technology.

OWSD Nigeria brings this vision to life through a strong network spanning the six geopolitical zones. We connect, mentor and empower
women scientists while strengthening their research and leadership capacities. We are equally committed to inspiring

girls and young women to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics and to making STEM more accessible,
attractive and rewarding for them.

The continued expansion of our network demonstrates the growing impact of this commitment. | am delighted to report that OWSD
Nigeria now has 51 branches nationwide, including four recently inaugurated at Federal University Oye-Ekiti, University of Delta, Ebonyi
State University and University of Medical Sciences, Ondo. Each new branch represents more than institutional growth; it creates new
opportunities for women scientists to connect, contribute, lead and thrive.

The theme of this conference, “Systems Thinking and Innovation: Transforming Challenges into Opportunities for National
Development,” could not be more timely. The developmental challenges facing Nigeria are complex and interconnected. Issues such as
food security, public health, climate change, energy, water, infrastructure, education, finance and public policy do not exist in isolation.
Progress in one area often depends on coordinated action across several others.

Systems thinking therefore invites us to see the bigger picture, to look beyond isolated problems and understand the relationships,
structures and patterns that sustain them. It reminds us that no discipline, institution or sector can solve Nigeria's challenges alone. As
scientists, we must work with policymakers, industry leaders, entrepreneurs, communities and civil society to design inclusive,
adaptable and sustainable solutions.

Innovation is not limited to sophisticated inventions or advanced technologies. It also means thinking differently, reorganising
resources, improving processes and translating scientific knowledge into practical solutions. Innovation happens when we turn
limitations into possibilities, local knowledge into scalable impact, and research findings into products, services and policies that
improve lives.

The challenge before us is clear: we must move from diagnosing problems to designing solutions and from producing knowledge to

creating measurable impact. We must ask how our research can strengthen national resilience, improve public health, advance food and
energy security, support sustainable industry, protect our environment and expand opportunities for future generations.
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Welcome Address by

ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE
FOR THE DEVELOPING WORLD(OWSD)
(SOUTHWEST)

Engr. Prof. Oluwatoyin Adenike Olaseinde (Mnsk, Fnms)

Protocols

Distinguished keynote speaker,
esteemed plenary speakers, our Special
Guest of Honour, Her Excellency, Erelu
Ngozi Abeni Adeleke, National
Chairperson of the Organization for
Women in Science for the Developing
World (OWSD), Nigeria Chapter, Prof. F.
M Olajuyigbe, the Vice Chancellor of
OAU, Prof. A. S. Bamire; All Vice
Present; the Principal
officers of Obafemi Awolowo University,
respected academics, researchers,
innovators, students, sponsors,
partners, Gentlemen of the Press,
distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen.

Chancellors

It is with immense joy and great honour
that | warmly welcome you to the 2nd
Biennial OWSD Southwest
Conference, hosted by
Awolowo University, lle-Ife.

Zonal
Obafemi

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, |
sincerely thank every one of you for
accepting our invitation and for joining us
from different institutions, organizations,
and communities across Nigeria and
beyond. Your presence is evidence to our
shared commitment to advancing science,
technology, innovation, and sustainable
development.

This year's conference is built around the
timely and thought-provoking theme,
"Systems Thinking and Innovation:
Transforming Challenges into

Opportunities for National
Development." The carefully selected

sub-themes reflect the breadth of today's

global challenges and the limitless
opportunities for science and innovation to
create lasting impact. The complex

challenges confronting our nation, whether
in education, healthcare, climate change,
food security, technology, or economic
development cannot be solved in isolation.
They demand integrated thinking,
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and
across

multidisciplinary
innovative  solutions

collaboration,
that cut
traditional boundaries.

We are especially honoured by the
presence of our keynote speaker,
Professor Stefano Armenia, whose

expertise in systems thinking and system
dynamics continues to shape global
conversations on  sustainability —and
complex problem-solving. We are equally
privileged to welcome our distinguished
plenary speakers and accomplished
scholars, whose wealth of knowledge and
experience will undoubtedly enrich our
deliberations.

We extend our profound gratitude to our
Special Guest of Honour, Her Excellency
Erelu Ngozi Abeni Adeleke, for honouring
this conference with her presence and for
her unwavering support for education,
women, and community development.

Special appreciation to the National
Chairperson Prof. F. M Olajuyigbe for
honouring us with your presence. To every
researcher presenting a paper, every
student participating, every sponsor,
partner, volunteer, and member of the
organizing committee, thank you for your
dedication This
conference is possible because of your

and  contributions.

commitment and collective effort.

Over the next few days, we will engage in
stimulating keynote presentations,
insightful plenary sessions, technical
discussions, and networking opportunities
that will challenge our perspectives and
inspire practical solutions. | encourage you
to make the most of this conference.
Participate actively in every session, ask
thoughtful questions, exchange ideas
freely, build new collaborations, and
embrace the opportunity to learn from one
another. Let us use this gathering not only
to discuss challenges but also to co-create
innovative pathways that will strengthen
our institutions, empower our

communities, and contribute meaningfully
to national development.

For every one of us let us ensure that we do
not leave the conference without building
both horizontal and vertical relationships.
As the African proverb reminds us, "If you
want to go fast, go alone; if you want to
go far, go together." This conference
embodies that spirit of collaboration,
where diverse minds come together to
generate transformative ideas for a better
future.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you once
again for being here. As we officially
commence this event, | wish you a
productive, inspiring, and enjoyable
conference experience. May the
discussions we have, the ideas we generate
and the connections we build contribute
meaningfully to our respective professions
and society at large.

Welcome, and thank you.









































































































